Development of Mitigation Measures for Riverside Closure

This list of projects anticipates the use of a less sophisticated traffic simulation to allow a number of runs to be made quickly, with a goal of selected a “best” solution, that would then be modeling using CORSIM.  The background will be the traffic for 2005 as per the DAMP model process.  The mitigation measures will be in addition to those contained in the TPSD Staff recommendation contained in the Near Term Transportation Project list.

After review of the previous modeling work, the three critical areas for the evening peak hour are Barton Springs westbound at Lamar Boulevard, Cesar Chavez westbound from San Antonio to west of B. R. Reynolds and crossing South First Street.  

Barton Springs westbound at Lamar Boulevard

1) Use the continuous left turn lane as a trap lane feeding the left turn bays at Lamar.  This would begin just past Dawson.

2) Assume there is a third westbound lane on the north side of the street, which will be a trap lane feeding the right onto Lamar or allow traffic to use Lee Barton down to Riverside.

Crossing South First Street

1) At the intersection of Barton Springs and Riverside, assume that the left turns from westbound Riverside are prohibited.  At South First, assume Riverside westbound has dual left turn lanes.

2) In the blocks between South First and where Riverside and Barton Springs cross, assume that Riverside is one way westbound and Barton Springs is one-way eastbound.

Cesar Chavez westbound from San Antonio to west of B. R. Reynolds

1) Assume that all of the signalized intersections use called pedestrian phases, therefore the regular phase for the side street would not need to be long enough for a pedestrian to cross the street.

2) Try restricting left turns from Cesar Chavez to B. R. Reynolds in the evening peak hour.  Assume that traffic uses 5th Street to get to Lamar.

3) Try contra-flow lane on Cesar Chavez westbound from Lavaca to San Antonio.  Cesar Chavez would then have 3 EB and 1 WB lanes in that section.

Reallocation of traffic using Riverside now


Although we can start with an assumption that half the traffic will use Barton Springs and half will go north of the river to Cesar Chavez.  The final allocation should use the travel time from Riverside and Congress to Cesar Chavez west of B. R. Reynolds to rationalize the split.  Is that possible?  If not, how would you suggest we make the split?

